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USER GROUP ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SHANE WANT

CDAS General Manager

After my first full year as General Manager at CDAS, | would like to extend a most
gracious “Thank You” to all the ag society’s user groups, their members and volunteers. |
wholeheartedly appreciate the communication, flexibility and patience that | have been
granted as we worked closely together to ensure all programs and events went as
smoothly as possible.

The past couple years have seen some major changes at the grounds; large earthworks
projects, ongoing interchange construction, arena re-roofing, and multiple new events.
Our amazing user groups have shown great patience and fortitude in dealing with all of
these situations. And | believe there is an understanding among all the user groups that
these projects are only temporary annoyances that will result in massive improvements
to the CDAS grounds which benefit all users.

As demonstrated during the 2025 Cochrane Horse Trials this summer, and the BMX
Provincial Finals in the fall, our ability to work with the user groups, and the flexibility of
all parties involved, ensured that neither earthworks delays or severe weather can derail
our teamwork. Both events proved that to be true, even if preparation comes right down
to the wirel!

| look forward to a fun-filled 2026, and am excited to continue working with each user
group as we all strive to make the Cochrane & District Agricultural Society a top-notch
facility all users will enjoy!

Sincerely,

Lt

Shane Want



BIKE COCHRANE

Bike Cochrane continued to grow in memberships (1,065 in 2025), event

participation and projects this past year. We have had great success once
again with our growing annual program including:

e H5th annual Kids Bike Camp, hosted at CDAS Buffalo Bean trails.

e 3rd Women'’s Free Bike Camp, partially hosted at Buffalo Bean trails.

e 2nd Bike Swap, hosted at CDAS. Distributed over 150 bikes to new homes!

e A spring season of free XC racing nights at Buffalo Bean.

e Family Bike and BBQ nights.

e Our first ever Dual Slalom races (called Peanut Butter Jelly Time) at Buffalo Bean

e A massive Angry Hawks Kids Enduro race with over 200 racers!

o Community bike events like GLOW bikes and LOUD bikes along with expanded group ride program.

Our successes gave us the opportunity to expand our program offerings and trails system in
2025 with events and projects like:

e Expansion of our Kids’ Bike Skills area at Buffalo Bean.
o Completed the rebuild and opening of our Launchpad paved pump track in Cochrane.
e Rebuilt the Riverfront Micro Bike Park (after Town water disaster last fall).






COCHRANE BMX

Indoor Gates:

2025 started with our riders enjoying the 3 season of indoor gates at the lower
barn, changing it up with 3 wooden fabricated features (sprint, rhythm, jump line),
attracting new riders across Calgary for training. The indoor facility at the Olds AG
Society ended its final season in April 2025. With that facility closing, we have been
granted funding from Alberta BMX and Alberta Bicycle Association to upgrade and
expand features, including the construction of a berm (corner).

Outdoor Track Updates:

In April, we reshaping features of the outdoor track that had settled over the winter, and prepared for the install of
a MyLaps timing system. We reworked the surface material from crushed concrete to a mix of clay/sand - learning
as we go! We struggled with the spring rains, and were able to do decent drainage work, with the help of the Ag

Society and McLeod.

We had great continued support from many volunteers, contractor Scott Thornhill, Hillstone Aggregates, and

grants from Alberta CFEP and Rockyview County Community.

Our timing system was sponsored by Alberta BMX. Alberta has become a leader in the BMX community by
implementing timing systems for all Provincial races, and for all ages/classes. The system allows us to free up a few
volunteers at the finish line, and amazing training tool for our riders in their sprint training — racing against their best

time in practice.



Members & Events:

We had our lowest number of members in many years, totaling 70, but we were strong and
mighty. We held 2 official Try-It days at the track, plus a very fun and successful Try-It at
the indoor gates in conjunction with Bike Cochrane’s Annual Bike Sale.

Riders from our club participated in the Canada BMX National Series in British Columbia,
travelling to Chilliwack, Kelowna, Prince George, Nanaimo and back to Chilliwack for the
Canadian Grands. We also had members travel to Oklahoma, California, Arizona, Oregon,
South Carolina, Louisianna and Texas for USA BMX National Races, and 3 riders compete
at the UCI BMX World Championships in Denmark.

The Alberta BMX Provincial Series this year were held in Edmonton, Red Deer, Calgary,
and Medicine Hat, with Cochrane BMX hosting the final Grands and Provincial
Championship Races. Cycling Canada Nationals was held in St. Albert.

The Grands weekend was a huge success, made possible by our dedicated membership,
corporate sponsors, and help from Ag Society and Bike Cochrane volunteers. On the
Saturday evening, we hosted the year end provincial placement awards at the Ag Society
upper barn, which was a hit! We had about 40 people camp over the weekend, saying by
far our “camping” had the best views and location to the track. Also new for us was the live
stream of races by HSS, now saved on our Facebook page.

We were recently voted as Alberta Bicycle Association’s Event of the Year for BMX
Special thanks to Justin, Shane, Isabel and James for helping to make our season and
weekend event such a success.

Upcoming for 2026:

We are excited to do it all over again this season, with Cycling Canada granting us the
honor of hosting a Canada Cup weekend on August 8-9, 2026. The Canada Cup races
bring many elite riders across Canada competing for Championship Class points towards
national ranking. The races are held alongside an Alberta BMX Provincial races 5&6. This
will be a first for Cochrane BMX!



COCHRANE HORSE TRIALS COMMITTEE

#P COCHRANE

HORSE TRIALS

Cochrane Horse Trials Committee held its annual competition on June 20-
22, 2025. We had over 110 competitors sign up. The event ran well
considering the cold rain had us reschedule the entire weekend to
accommodate all riders in the indoor arena for their dressage test! We did
had a few riders pull out of the competition because of the weather though.

Due to the dirt work being done on the XC grounds, we were even more
limited that last year in terms of usable space for laying out the 7 tracks
needed for the event to run. The east portion still does not show much
growth, and the newly covered area on the west side was also unusable. We
managed to create the needed tracks by running through the small xc as
well as the SJ grass ring. Our XC designer did an amazing job!



The water complex wall was successfully remediated but now the liner needs to be replaced. We are still looking at the drain which was covered by the dirt. We may be able to function
without one and be able to rely on pump rentals to empty it when required. More info from experts to come.

CHT still believes that a trail from the barn to the rally grounds would be a great addition to the grounds to avoid having all horses come up along the road by the BMX and NE fence line.

More jumps were added to our inventory - mostly for the lower levels, and as we do every year, CHTC plans to build a number of xc jumps for 2026. These new jumps, along the perpetual
maintenance of the existing ones, allows for high quality and varied challenges for horses and riders for our event as well as a schooling venue for CDAS to utilize.

Again thank you for having us and we look forward to many more years as part of CDAS User Group.



COCHRANE PONY CLUB

It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of 2025 and Christmas is just around the
corner. Cochrane Pony Club had an amazing year with numerous successful events. All of
our members increased their knowledge, both in the saddle, receiving riding lessons from
numerous knowledgeable coaches, but also gaining important information and training in
stable management where everyone learns about grooming, feeding, first aid, conformation,
shoeing, safety and basically everything you need to know if you were going in to be a vet.

Cochrane Pony Club has been active for over 60 years and it has been at the AG grounds for 43 years. We currently
have 12 members between the ages 6-25 and 4 horse masters over the age of 2b. We started the year by hosting our
riding lessons and stable management classes in the indoor arena at the Ag Society, and then moved outside to the
Pony Club grounds in May.

From May to the middle of October, we hosted our riding lessons and stable management session every Wednesday
night and riding lessons only, every Saturday morning. We had one member attend Reginal Quiz, several members
attend the Regional Show Jumping show in July in the pouring rain, and we had four members participate in the Pony
Club International Alliance virtual show jumping competition where there were pony club members from Australia,
Hong Kong, South Africa, New Zealand, China, and Canada competing against each other. Each division had a
specific jumping course they had to set up and then submit their recorded course to International Pony Club where it
was then judged. We had three members finish in the top ten and one of our members came first in her division.
(Emersyn 10", Emma 8", Kathryn 1%, Peter 25™).



We hosted a weeklong camp in July with multiple coaches who taught dressage, show jumping, cross country and
stable management. The kids also enjoyed crafts, games and of course the water gun fight. We also hosted a couple

cross country clinics and a dressage clinic.

Canadian Pony Club Alberta South Region hosted the 38™ National Quiz over the Thanksgiving weekend in Calgary.
We had Pony Club members here from BC Island all the way to PElI and Nova Scotia. It was a fantastic weekend of
competition, minus the snow and wind on Sunday.

We have now moved our riding lessons and stable management sessions back to the indoor arena where we will
continue to meet on Saturdays until the snow disappears and the ground dries up and then we will move outdoors.

We are looking forward to continuing to grow and learn with our equine partners and hope that 2026 brings new
adventures and knowledge. Thank you to everyone at the Cochrane Ag Society for their continuous support of Pony
Club. We are very grateful for the beautiful facility that we get to enjoy!



COCHRANE ROPING CLUB

This season started with some big challenges for the CRC—finding affordable cattle was tough
with livestock prices soaring, and the unusually rainy summer didn’t make things easier. Add in
a small budget, and we had our work cut out for us!

But here’s the good news: we didn’t just overcome those obstacles—we turned them into
opportunities. Through hard work and relationship-building, we secured cattle for team roping,
ranch roping, and even muleys for breakaway roping. As the sun finally peeked out (kind ofl),
memberships grew, and so did our budget.

The addition of breakaway cattle brought in a whole new group of ropers, and our Ranch Roping program was a huge hit. These
programs helped us keep team roping alive and growing. Early in the season, we hosted a goat tying and breakaway clinic, plus a
ranch roping clinic—both were packed with enthusiastic participants.

One of our proudest achievements continues to be the Youth Roping Program with Jeff Quam. Jeff's expertise and passion
make this program a cornerstone of our club, giving young ropers the chance to learn from one of the best and ensuring the
future of roping in our community.

Over the summer, our club blossomed into a dedicated, positive group that worked together to make CRC a fun, safe, and
exciting place to rope. We're especially proud of the Ranch Rodeo and Breakaway Jackpot we hosted in September—events like
these bring new faces to our beautiful ag grounds, strengthen ties with other ropers, and show what we're capable of!



And we didnt stop there. We launched indoor winter Heel-O-Matic
nights to keep the momentum going. Just as things were rolling, we
faced another challenge: the EHV-1 virus outbreak. While this is a
setback, we're committed to navigating it and continuing to offer the
programs our ropers love.

Through every twist and turn, one thing is clear: the Cochrane Roping
Club is more than a club—it's a community. We're proud of what we've
accomplished and excited for what's ahead. Here’s to more roping,

more friendships, and more fun in the seasons to come!



COCHRANE SEARCH AND RESCUE

From October 1, 2024, to September
30, 2025, our team responded to 22
callouts. These ranged from missing
persons to providing disaster support,
including responding to the fires in
Alberta. Our volunteers played an
essential role in assisting authorities
during these emergencies,
demonstrating the importance of our

continued readiness to serve when called upon.

Our success this year extends far beyond field operations and community
events; it is rooted in the dedication and growth of our volunteer base. In a
major effort to bolster our operational capacity, we successfully hosted two
SAR Basics training weekends. This allowed us to onboard and train a total
of 29 new members. This significant influx of dedicated volunteers ensures
our teams remain strong, highly skilled, and ready to respond to any
emergency in the years to come.



We would like to extend our deepest
gratitude to the Cochrane & District
Agricultural Society for their unwavering
support throughout this successful year.
Your continued partnership is invaluable,
directly supporting our ability to train our
growing team and manage our essential
equipment. We sincerely appreciate all they
do to help us serve the community.

Looking ahead to the next year, we want to
continue our momentum in our mission of
enhancing volunteer training, expanding our
capabilities, and continuing to serve our
community with the highest level of
dedication.



EXTREME COWBOY ALBERTA

In 2025 ECA hosted 4 races at the CDAS Ranchlands Horse Park and
Indoor Arena along with several other Playdays and Clinics. During these
race days, there are around 30 volunteers, an average of 80 runs per day,
and around 40-60 racing participants. Many of our members, about 50%,
are from outside the Cochrane area so many of the events will include
dozens of rented stalls. 2025 also saw great success with several of our
members once again competing at the EXCA World Finals in Texas.

ECA is looking forward to another big year in 2026, full of great races and
world class events. Thank you to all our members, sponsors, volunteers and
board of directors for all they do to grow the sport we love!
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